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CHRIST CHURCH DOUGLAS-IN-PARBOLD 
FEBRUARY 2018 

PRAYER NEWSLETTER 
 

 
ENCOURAGEMENT 

God is building His church  
 
As we come to pray it’s good to stop and listen.  
 
The heart of prayer is simply to share the heart of God.  
To quieten down from our own ideas, struggles and 
frustrations and to listen to what God wants to do and how He 
wants to do it.  
 
God is building His church and the gates of hell will not prevail against it (Matthew 16:18). 
 
‘As we come to Him, the living stone, we also are like living stones are being built into a 
spiritual house ‘ 1 Peter 2:45 – it’s God who is doing the building, He is the Master Builder.   
 
He’s the one who makes known the end from the beginning (Isaiah 46:10), He cannot fail. 
 
The government is upon His shoulder … and of the increase of his government and peace 
there shall be no end (Isaiah 9:6-7).  His government can only ever increase!  
 
When I find myself worrying in prayer, getting stuck or frustrated I know that I’ve somehow 
taken my eyes off Him. I’ve struggled to understand or thought that I/we need to be doing 
something – and then we can’t, and then it’s frustrating and then …  
 
Unwittingly I’ve put myself in the place of God, rather than let God be God.  
So what do we do?  
 
First stop.  Go for a walk, have a cup of tea but stop.  No matter what’s happening, no 
matter how we feel, give in to Him - surrender to the truth that He is God and even if we 
don’t understand, still He is God and He knows what he’s doing.   
Even ‘though the waters roar and foam … Be still and know that I am God; I will be exalted 
among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth’ Psalm 46:3, 10,11.  
 
Then listen. If He wants you to do something or to pray something He will tell you in a way 
which you can hear, He will stir your heart. We just need to stop and listen.   
 
And then be ready to be part of the answer in whatever way He guides you.   
 
And if you struggle to stop, if you struggle to listen, if you’re fearful of offering … don’t 
worry, don’t try to be too spiritual - just ask Him to help your heart and then leave it with 
Him.  After all who are we?  
 

He is God, He knows what to do.  
Sue 
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SKELMERSDALE FOODBANK  
Dear All 
Thank you for all that you have done for Skelmersdale Foodbank last year and I am asking for 
your help again. 
We are holding a collection on Saturday 10th February on the Concourse between 10am and 
3pm so if you are able to give some of your time please let me know. 
This event has not been held for a few years and it has several purposes. 
Yes it will be great to receive donations of food or money but it is also an opportunity to get 
Skelmersdale Foodbank out there, locally.  We can raise awareness that we are there for 
people in need to turn to and also to our many generous contributors that we are working 
effectively and therefore making good use of their donations, so talking to people is as 
important as collecting on the day. 
It isn't necessary to stay for the full 5 hours, just as much as you are free to do. 
Many thanks 
Brenda 
Volunteer Coordinator 
 

THANKS FROM DOUGLAS VALLEY OUTREACH 
We would like to thank you and your parishioners for the toiletries collected to make up 
Christmas bags for asylum seekers and refugees.  
We were able to distribute 120 bags, which were well received. Gifts like this show that we 
care. 
 
Thank you also for the £500 donation this was used to buy children's books and toiletries for 
the Christmas bags. We have a surplus which we will use to give to new arrivals and those 
most in need. 
Thank you for your generosity and continued support. 
 

PARISH TELEPHONE PRAYER CHAIN.  
 

a) Anyone who has a prayer need can phone his/her request to Brian and Frances 
McGucken (01257 462058) between 6pm and 6.30pm any day, or for urgent needs, 
at any time. A team of people is on hand to pray immediately for your need.  

b) If neither is available to take your call live - please do not use the answer phone for 
this purpose - but contact Lin Milne on 463523 or John Mountain on 463919. 

Your prayer request will be treated as confidential – unless you state otherwise 
 

OUT OF THE MOUTHS…… 

A Kindergarten teacher was observing her classroom of children while they drew. She would 
occasionally walk around to see each child's work. 

As she got to one little girl who was working diligently, she asked what the drawing was? The 
girl replied, "I'm drawing God."  The teacher paused and said, "But no one knows what God 
looks like." 

Without missing a beat, or looking up from her drawing, the girl replied, "They will in a 
minute.” 
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MERCY RESCUE TRUST 
 
What a busy week it has been at Mercy Rescue, it started on Monday morning 
when Jedidah got a call regarding one of the girls who is now at Boarding School. 
Filda had fallen out of bed and knocked her four front teeth, what a mess! She 
was taken to the dentist, who recommended splinting which means re attaching 
the teeth with wires, she then needs root canal treatment on each tooth.  This 
procedure has a 20% failure rate, please pray that it is successful. Also on Monday 
baby Bahati was reunited with her father after being at Mercy Rescue for three 

months following her birth.  
 
Tuesday, a baby boy of about 2 months was found abandoned and rescued by a passer-by, 
he was taken to the police station, who contacted Jedidah, and he is now at Mercy Rescue. 

 
Thursday, a young boy named Isaac who is blind was found left on his own near 
to the local hospital. Jedidah and Sally tried hard to find someone who knew him 
or his family without any success, he is now at Mercy Rescue. Jedidah and the 
team have no experience with blindness and Isaac is very confused and scared, 
calling for his mama. Please pray for wisdom in making decision’s regarding his 
future, and in trying to comfort him and in making him feel loved. 
 
Friday, 3 beautiful baby girls arrived, all in need of lots of love and care until 
either their families are located or a suitable foster home is found. 
 
What a fantastic work Jedidah and the team are doing, please remember them 
in your prayers. 
 

Please support our fund raising evening on the Saturday 24th February Parbold W.I.  
PIE, PUDDING AND 2 P’S,   Poster at the back of Church. 
Many thanks  
Barbara 
 

BANG SANGHA PROJECT - CAMBODIA 
 
At Christmas the church sent a tithe donation of £500 to help the Rice Cart Project in 
Cambodia.  We learnt about this outreach from Nigel and Beth Hill and Beth is travelling out 
to Cambodia in February to join their friends. Here is more about the project from Nigel: 
 
Bang Sangha is a street-food Mission’ project in Phnom Penh the capital of Cambodia. Street 
food is a very popular form of eating in Cambodia as it is cheap, cooked fresh and easily 
available on the streets all day.  
 
Our friends Joko & Karen pastor a church which serves the 
students from the university offering them both 
accommodation, food and an environment where they can 
learn and experience the life changing power of Jesus Christ. 
Although over 95% of young Cambodians are brought up in the 
Buddhist tradition, nearly all of the young people staying with 
Pastor Joko have now found a personal faith in Jesus and are 
learning to trust and serve Him in all situations. 
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Bang Sangha began with a vision to reach out and disciple 
young Cambodian men by creating job opportunities, which 
in turn will raise up a community of Christ-like men. As each 
man’s life is personally transformed, they will be able to have 
a great impact for their own family transformation and local 
community. In order to be interviewed for a job the men have 
to be uneducated – these young men make up over a 3rd of 
males and mean they are unlikely to ever get proper paid 
employment. As a result they are tied to a life of poverty for 
themselves and their family. 
 
Once interviewed, they are then given free training on serving food from the rice card, given 
a new uniform, and a proper wage for the first time in their lives. Throughout the process the 
focus is on sharing the love of Jesus but with a real practical outpouring which is changing 
lives.   
 
Following the fundraising myself and Beth did last year Joko was able to purchase, kit out and 
employ 3 unemployed young men from the streets. Since then the rice cart is a real success 
and is providing a quality income for the workers. But even better, all of the young men have 
found a faith in Jesus as well as finding a job!  Joko now has a vision to obtain and set up 
another rice cart around the city and be able to find work (and also hopefully a new life) for 3 
more young Cambodians. 
 
 

PRAYER REQUEST FROM BETH 
I am flying out to Cambodia on 21st Feb & fly back to the UK on 21st March. I would really 
appreciate everyone’s prayers.  
 
Please pray that... 
*Father God will keep me safe on all my travels 
*He will keep me in good health throughout the trip (medical facilities in Cambodia are not 
good!) 
*Father God will open up divine opportunities to share the gospel and the love of Jesus to 
everyone I meet.  
*He will equip me and give me strength in every situation I face.  
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

 Please pray for all the elderly and infirm who find travelling difficult in the winter 
months 

 9th-11th February. Soul Action Cafe are having a weekend away at Mini-y-don. Can 
you please pray for the young people and their leaders while they are away. Thank 
you.  

 Please continue to pray for Tracey Fitzsimmons our Children’s and family worker as 
she gets to know and work with the families in our church. 
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DATES FOR THE DIARY  
‘Encounter’ – The next Encounter evening will be: Friday 23rd February 
8:00pm in church.  
 
Fund raising event for “Mercy Rescue Trust” Saturday 24th February 
5:30-8:30 pm. Venue: Parbold WI Hall. Fun filled evening of: Magic, Songs and Stories. 
Refreshments provided. See flier: “Pie, Pudding and 2Ps” on noticeboard at the back of 
church. Tickets £5 per person or £12 per family. 
 
Monthly Midweek Communion – The next midweek communion will be: Thursday 1st 
March at 10.30am followed by coffee & cakes. All welcome. 

 
 
 

EDITOR’S NOTE 
“Where does the time go?” How often do we say that?  But in this case I realise that time 
passes so quickly and we tend to forget so many of the blessings of previous years. 
 
So I thought it might be encouraging for you to know a bit more about the background of the 
Prayer Newsletter.  It started in 1994 when Brian Harding was our vicar and we wanted 
people to be able to know more about all the various charities and people we support 
through our Tithe giving.  The Sunday morning service did not give enough time for keeping 
everyone up to date and a newsletter seemed to be the answer. Also there was the chance 
to share our favourite poems or words that have inspired us and we could share the blessing 
with everyone.  Just like any family would do! 
 
But it was not to be just a newsletter – the important word in the title is PRAYER newsletter.  
Whenever you read about some need or blessing, then please pray to the Lord about it.  The 
power of prayer is unhampered by time and distance.  We cannot all go to Brazil or Sierra 
Leone or Kenya or the Middle East (and all the other places in the world we have prayed 
about over the years) BUT we can all PRAY for the Lord to bless and guide the people out 
there who are working to improve lives and bring the light of God’s love into some very dark 
places. 
 
Over the years we have seen examples of the transforming work of God’s Holy Spirit and 
your financial support and prayers have been part of that work. So give thanks to the Lord 
for all that He has accomplished through our church in Parbold and please read and pray 
about the latest needs in this edition. 
 
My personal thanks to all who have contributed over the years and I hope we will continue 
to grow in God’s love and fellowship. And can I encourage anyone who has a word of 
encouragement, favourite inspirational poem or book review to share it with everyone via 
the newsletter.   
 
The next edition will be available on Sunday 1st April and the deadline for items to be 
included is Thursday 29th March. Please see Lin Milne or email stemilne@aol.com 

 
 
 
 

mailto:stemilne@aol.com
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GIFT AID AND YOU 
The church accounting year finished on 31st December 2017 and I am beginning the task of 
collecting the data for HMRC Gift Aid.  This is a valuable part of our church income and it is 
important that the information I submit is correct, therefore I am giving a few short 
reminders of anything that might affect our claim. 

 From April 2017 the income tax personal allowance has increased to £11,500 for 
individuals. If your income is below £11,500, we won’t be able to claim Gift Aid on 
donations. Income means wages or pensions or interest on savings/investments. 

 If you pay tax at the higher or additional rate, you can claim the difference between 
the rate you pay and basic rate on your donation. For example: You donate £100 and 
we claim Gift Aid to make your donation £125. You pay 40% tax so you can 
personally claim back £25.00 (£125 x 20%). 

 we can claim Gift Aid on donations as long as the donor has paid 25% of the same 
amount or more in Income Tax or Capital Gains Tax in that tax year. This is for all 
donations in total to any charity. 

If you are not sure about claiming Gift Aid or can no longer claim it, please have a word with 
me soon so I can update my records. Thanks 
Lin Milne 
 

A PRAYER OF PRAISE 

The God who breathed this world alive 
And sustains it day by day, 
Whose hands flung stars into space 
And controls our destiny, 
Says, “Do not be afraid, for I am with you.”  
 
The God who filled the ocean depths, 
And set tides on their way, 
Who caused mountains to be raised up, 
And rainbows to display, 
Says, “I have called you by name, you are mine.” 
 
The God who made the fertile earth 
And seed within to sow, 
Whose artistry creates butterflies 
And the early morning dew, 
Says, “You are precious in my sight.” 
 
Read more at: http://www.faithandworship.com/prayers_Praise.htm#ixzz55zmjVvsQ  
Under Creative Commons License: Attribution  
 

  

AND FINALLY 

https://www.gov.uk/income-tax-rates/income-tax-rates
https://www.gov.uk/income-tax
https://www.gov.uk/capital-gains-tax
http://www.faithandworship.com/prayers_Praise.htm#ixzz55zmjVvsQ
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0

