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ENCOURAGEMENT.
REMEMBRANCE AND RESILIENCE
This month we remember those who gave their lives in the many wars both in and
since the First World War, and rightly so. The act of remembrance is so important
to remind us that our peace had a cost.
What I also think is that we need to give thanks for those who lived through these wars and
survived. I am so impressed when I see the many people marching on Remembrance
Sunday, each with their own memories of hard times. How often I wished my own Mum and
Dad had told me more of the time during the Second World war when he was in the navy
and she was at home in Liverpool, both of them just in their late teens - under such pressure
yet coming through it to meet and marry and have a happy family. But there were also
many who found the post war time so difficult after what they had been through – pressure
affect people in different ways and we are, as a nation, much more aware now of mental
health concerns.
The word Resilience comes to my mind for those who survived and that is a word we have
used often in our prayers this past 18 months for our doctors, nurses, care workers, teachers
and all who have had stressful work during the pandemic. Which sent me to find the
definition of the word - the ability of a substance to return to its usual shape after
being bent, stretched, or pressed.
When I turn to the Bible the word resilience did not occur (the nearest description was
perseverance) but there were plenty of encouragements which describe it and show God’s
help in our troubles:




We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not
driven to despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but
not destroyed; 2 Cor ch 4 v8-9
Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I
will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my
righteous right hand. Isaiah ch 41 v10
Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be
frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with
you wherever you go.” Joshua ch1 v9

So please keep on praying for our NHS, carers and school staff as they continue to face the
pressures of their work and ask for God’s strength to uphold them and give them resilience.
God bless
Lin
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PRAYER REQUESTS







We remember in prayer those who mourn. Especially John Cowell and family as
Margaret’s funeral is next week.
And we pray for Michele Holliday as she mourns the loss of her dear friend John.
Pray for our young people and helpers as they go to Min-Y-Don Christian Outdoor
centre this month. May they have a wonderful time and be kept safe and happy.
As the nights draw in, please pray for those who live alone that the Lord will be close
and give them peace.
Pray for all NHS staff and care workers and may they be protected from Covid
infection.
Pray for all our teachers as they plan up to Christmas that our schools will be safe
from Covid infection and children will learn the joy of Jesus birth,



DATE FOR THE DIARY
Muddy Church Sunday 21st November 9.30 on the church field.

NEWS FROM ANDREW FANSTONE IN BRAZIL

An email was received from Andrew on 25th October asking for prayer for the family:
I hope all is well with you. I just wanted to write a quick email asking for prayer this
week. Noah has not been so well and has been having difficulty eating. He has just been
having liquids for the last week. We are not too sure what is the root cause and are doing
some tests. In himself he is ok but obviously a bit worrying that he is finding it hard to eat
without feeling like he will choke on the food. Also Claudia is going away this week for a
week long retreat. This retreat is called ‘Renew’ and is a time for her to receive and meet
with God in a deeper way and be refreshed. Pray that this time will be a really special time
for her and God ministers to her in a mighty way.
Thank you so much, we so appreciate people who can stand with us in prayer.
Much love from Brazil . Andrew and Claudia
Please continue to pray for them and the whole team as they work tirelessly for the Lord.

PARISH TELEPHONE PRAYER CHAIN.
a) Anyone who has a prayer need can phone his/her request to Brian and Frances
McGucken (01257 462058) between 6pm and 6.30pm any day, or for urgent needs,
at any time. A team of people is on hand to pray immediately for your need.
b) If neither is available to take your call live - please do not use the answer phone for
this purpose - but contact Lin Milne on 463523 or John Mountain on 463919.
Your prayer request will be treated as confidential – unless you state otherwise

THANKS
Many thanks to all who contributed to this month’s newsletter. The next edition will be a
Christmas edition for Sunday 20th December and if you want anything included then please
contact Lin Milne (email: stemilne@aol.com ) – the deadline is Thursday 16th December.
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NEWS FROM EDUCAID
First of all - Greetings to everyone at Christ Church Douglas-in-Parbold from all at EducAid
and very many thanks for your ongoing support. It is much appreciated and we could do
nothing without the support from you and others like you. As you could imagine, life for
EducAid in Sierra Leone, providing high quality education at no cost to the pupils/students, is
very difficult in normal situations, and the Covid pandemic has made life even more difficult.
Please continue your support; it is so valuable.
Although the situation is difficult EducAid continues to work effectively to improve the life of
individuals and in so doing, improve the lives of all those living in Sierra Leone. Moving on
from the difficult, let us look as some of the achievements of EducAid.
The work of EducAid includes -

• Maronka Primary School, - 43 pupils living at home and 57 living in the school - 100 pupils
including 47 girls. Maronka was one of the one hundred schools in the world chosen to
present at the inaugural World Education Week in 2020.

• Rolal Secondary School - 46 students living at home and 220 living in the school -266
students including 116 girls. Rolal chosen as 1 of 120 schools showcased for World
Education Week 2021 (Monday, 4th October, 2021)

• Lumley Secondary School - 144 students living at home and 24 living in the school -168
students including 92 girls- Lumley came 3rd in the National Secondary School
examination league table

• 17 former EducAid students graduated with degrees from the University of Makeni
• Supporting the teaching of more that 1,000 teachers in other schools
• Training 700 school leaders in other schools
• Recording 300 radio lessons for National distribution
• Providing 6 Subject Fairs, hosting 5 local schools and teachers each time (150
students) to share hands-on ways to learn. There were 2 Junior Secondary
Maths Fairs, 2 Senior Secondary Maths Fairs and 2 Senior Secondary English
Fairs.
There are 301 pupils/students living in EducAid Schools.This means that EducAid
not only provides free education for these pupils/students, but also has the cost of
feeding them, accommodating them, and providing/finding/paying for medical
services.
EducAid contributed to the Government of Sierra Leone’s Annual Education Workshop and
Report and was invited to contribute to the 5 year Education Sector Plan for Sierra Leone.
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Despite the challenges of the pandemic, EducAid Sierra Leone continued to make a
significant impact on the children and young people we serve and strengthening education
across Sierra Leone. None of this would have been possible without your support. Please do
tell a friend about our work – we’re often so busy doing the work that we’re not great at
telling the story of all we are doing. Thank you for support and helping us to let others know
about our work in Sierra Leone. Please see our website for much more information on our
work at educaid.org.uk. Pat Horn

MERCY RESUE TRUST NEWS
Jedidah has now returned to Mercy Rescue following a five week break staying
with friends in Switzerland. It was a really special time for her and her family as
they were able to visit whist she was there. Jedidah returned to Mercy Rescue at the
end of last week feeling very much relaxed and refreshed. Please pray for Una
(Jedidah’s daughter) who has returned home with an ear infection.
Let us thank and Praise God for answered pray. Raheem is now off oxygen
completely and doing really well.
Myles one of two new arrivals, was found by neighbours abandoned in his home, he
had been physically abused. Myles is settling in really well and by the big smile I would
say a happy little boy.
Thing have been quite quiet for the past weeks whilst Jedidah has been away, but this
happens every now and then, giving the staff a chance to catch up on extra cleaning and
training.
Some of you know I am going to Mercy Rescue early in the New Year, it will be my first
visit for two years due to Covid restrictions. Most of you know that before I go to Mercy
Rescue I usually do a fund raising event but this year I am not able to do so due to social
distancing restrictions. On the 27th of November I will be saying a little about my proposed
visit, followed by an appeal for donations to Mercy Rescue. Tea/Coffee and cake.
Thank you all for your continuing support
Barbara

OUR HARVEST APEAL 2021 – TEARFUND
Letter received from Tearfund following our Harvest Appeal:
We are so grateful for your generous gift of £2,223.50 towards our Afghanistan appeal and
for including Gift Aid declarations which we can reclaim a further 25%. Your generosity will
help save lives as our local partners respond to this growing crisis. People such as Latif (name
changed to protect him).
Latif shares. “A mortar shell hit our house and most of our family got injured. I lost sight in
one eye.” He eventually recovered but is now homeless and jobless and unable to provide
food for his children.
Thanks to the support of people like you, our local partner was able to provide a relief
package containing food, clean water and hygiene supplies.
Due to the unstable nature of the situation, if our partners in Afghanistan are unable to
continue their work then funding will be used in the surrounding region to support people
forced to flee there.
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